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Dove Tales

Angels
Corner

We are all angels
with only one wing.

We can only fly while
embracing each other.

—Luciano de Crescenzo

Thanks…
… to Eric Morrison, Mike Jolls,
Eric Olsen and Stan Wonola for
fixing the lights in the sanctuary…

... to Ruby Collins for keeping the
pew seat backs filled with envelopes
and pencils…

… to Michele Anderson-Beck for
EVERYTHING she does for our
church…

… to “That’s the Spirit” newsletter
team: Jackie Hopkey, Editor;
(Loretta Block for her assistance);
Ruth Ann Isaacs, proofreader; Ruth
Ann, Mary West, Sue Mayer,
collators; and Keith Hopkey, bulk
mail delivery…

… to Janice Schrumm for filling in
for Loretta while on vacation, and to
Nancy Wier for answering phones
when needed…

… to Barry and Linda Clayton for
setting up the sanctuary Christmas
tree; to Eric Morrison for hanging the
lights in the patio; and to Stuart and
Michele Beck for decorating the
church…

… to Faye Bastarache and Norma
Kesling for taking care of the
sanctuary paraments, candles and
flowers year-round…

… to the Fellowship Team and the
Children’s Ministry Team for
hosting the Advent breakfast and
craft-making…

… to Marcia Chapman and the
WITS Tuesday morning Bible Study
group and all who donated to the
Nevada Partnership for Homeless
Youth...

… to ALL who donated gifts to the
Angel Tree children…

… to JoAnn Nance and the
S.T.O.R.M team for hanging
Christmas door hangers inviting our
neighbors to HSLC.

IT TAKES MANY HANDS
WORKING TOGETHER
TO DO GOD'S WORK.

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism was
celebrated at the 11 o’clock service on
November 25, 2012, to welcome
Savannah Faith Bourn into the
Lord’s house and the Holy Spirit
family. Savannah is the daughter of
David and April Bourn. Her
sponsors are Jason and Emerine
Kelsey.

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Thank you Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and policyholders for your donations to date - $2,244.00 - for the 2012 general budget.

Thrivent gives an allowance to policyholders to donate to Lutheran charities, including Holy Spirit Lutheran Church.

Please plan to attend the
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
on Sunday, January 27. A meal will
be provided by the Fellowship Team, at
the conclusion of the 11 o’clock
service. The meeting will follow the
meal at approximately 12:30pm.

The primary order of business is to adopt a budget for
2013.  Only confirmed members can vote, but we welcome all
as observers.

FINANCIAL STANDINGS November 2012 Year-to-Date 2012

Ministry Program Income $ 35,200.09 $ 397,133.43

Ministry Program
Expenses

$  33,053.65 $ 373,052.61

Difference $    2,146.44
2,795.322,02
9.94

$ 24,080.82

Debt/Building Income $    4,818.50 $ 63,238.40

Debt/Building Expenses $ 6,953.00 $ 76,483.00

Difference $ -2,134.50 $ -13,244.60

NET INCOME $ 11.94 $   10,836.22



January 2013 3 “That’s the Spirit”

Holy Spirit
Lutheran Church
6670 W. Cheyenne Avenue
Las Vegas, NV 89108-4931

(702) 645-1777  FAX 645-8107
E-Mail: info@holyspiritlc.org

Web site: http://www.holyspiritlasvegas.org
ELCA: www.elca.org

WORSHIP HOURS
(Nursery Provided)

Saturday Worship
Traditional 5:30pm

Summer Sunday Worship
Contemporary 8:00/9:30am
Traditional 11:00am

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday 8am - 4:30pm
Friday 8am - 12:00pm

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor Paul Hansen
Music Minister Tim Beasley

KidSong Ben Dahlke
Office Manager Loretta Block
Ministry Coordinator Devra Betts
Custodian Karl Seum
Nursery Coordinator Kathy Moses

CHURCH COUNCIL
Allen Vaughn, President 655-8794
Michele Beck, Vice Pres 435-8282
Michael Harris, Secretary 927-4506
Krista Broude Youth Rep
Kevin Cannon 631-6334
Barry Clayton 341-5216
Ann Taylor 834-7751
Terry West 396-8224
Dean Chapman, Treasurer 645-7236
Kathleen Cloutier Recording Secretary

Newsletter Staff
Editor/Layout:

Jackie Hopkey - 255-9042
E-Mail: JackolynH@aol.com

Proof: Ruth Ann Isaacs
Collators: Ruth Ann Isaacs,

Sue Mayer, Mary West

Pastor Paul’s Letter

January 2013

Dear friends in Christ,

By now we’ve probably all heard that Great Britain’s Prince William and
Princess Kate are expecting a baby.  Most Americans probably don’t think of
that as especially big news.  But the British, on the whole, are quite excited
about the coming birth of a new royal.

On Saturday and Sunday, January 5 and 6, we celebrate the Epiphany of our
Lord.  Epiphany means “manifestation” and so on this day we celebrate the
manifestation or revelation of Christ to the Gentiles – a way of speaking of all
peoples.  The gospel lesson for this weekend is Matthew’s story of the visit of
the magi, guided by a “star”, to honor the newly born king (Matthew 2:1-12).
The story anticipates how the official leaders of Israel (King Herod the Great,
the chief priests and teachers of the law, and even “all Jerusalem”) will reject
Jesus as the Messiah while Gentiles (the magi) will honor him.

Hundreds of years later, when the year of Jesus’ birth was estimated, they
missed the correct year.  We know this because we now know that Herod
reigned from what we call 40 to 4 B.C.  Anyway, in 7 B.C. there was an
unusual conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn that may have been the event that
started the magi off on their journey.

The magi stopped in Jerusalem, of course, and inquired of King Herod,
probably thinking the new king would be of Herod’s family.  But Herod was
surprised and disturbed about such a birth.  Toward the end of his reign, he
became paranoid that people were plotting to take over his throne.  He had his
favorite wife, her mother, two of her sons, and his oldest son murdered, and he
planned to put this new king to death, as well!  When the magi were warned in
a dream not to reveal the baby’s exact location to Herod, and after an angel
warned Joseph to escape with his family, Herod gave orders to kill all the boys
in and around Bethlehem who were two years old and under, an act which has
come to be called “the slaughter of the innocents.”

But the “wise men” from the East had found Jesus and had paid homage to
him, offering expensive gifts.

For me, one of the wonderful lessons of the story is that Jesus came for ALL
kinds of people.  Luke’s story of Jesus’ birth emphasizes that Jesus was born
in very humble circumstances, and the first people to worship him and spread
the news of his birth were poor, disreputable shepherds of his own Jewish
nation.  But the Epiphany story balances that by bringing wealthy, sophisticated
foreigners to pay homage to Jesus, as well.

Jesus is for ALL of us!  Tell a friend.

Your friend in faith,

Pastor Paul Hansen
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Music Minister

A New
Year

I want to
`give a big “Thank You” to the
people of Holy Spirit for all the
wonderful gifts and cards and
goodies that I received over the
holidays.  One would have a hard
time not feeling loved while
serving at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church.

I also want to give a big “Thank You” to all the people who
have served this past year and especially during the Christmas
season in music ministry.  Your contributions are probably
bigger than you realize and you deserve many thanks.

So, now we embark together on another
year together, praising God in music.
After having a little break following
Christmas, I’m rested and ready to get
moving again.  If you are a musician,
consider making this the time you join
Holy Spirit’s music ministry.

Blessings,

Office Manager

Loretta Block

Once a week, volunteers come in to count the money from the
weekend offerings...

Thank you to Janice Schrumm, Helen Geraci, and Joy
Grigsby (back-up)

Once a week, a volunteer comes in to post the offerings…
Thank you Jackie Hopkey

Once a week, volunteers come in to print the bulletin, stuff,
collate, and prepare them for worship…

Thank you Ruth Ann and Ron Isaacs and Mary West

Once a week, someone comes in to replenish the offering
envelopes and sharpens the pencils in the pews…

Thank you Ruby Collins

Did you know…
Once a month, the editor of our “That’s the Spirit”
newsletter works day and night to produce this wonderful
publication…

Thanks Jackie Hopkey

Once a month, we have a proofreader of the newsletter (and
when you find mistakes – tell her!)…

Thanks Ruth Ann Isaacs

Once a month, we have a group of women who fold and
prepare the newsletter for mailing…

Thanks Ruth Ann Isaacs, Sue Mayer and Mary West

Once a month, the newsletters are delivered to the bulk mail
post office in North Las Vegas…

Thanks Keith Hopkey

Once a quarter, giving statements are printed for your review

Thank you Jackie Hopkey, our financial secretary – if
you find an error – please contact her for assistance…

Did you know… we recycle and help the community…
Ink Jet Cartridges…
Thanks Jackie Hopkey for sorting and sending these in –
proceeds benefit the Youth & Family Ministry

Pop tops…
go to Ronald McDonald house – a couple times a year!

Used Eyeglasses…
Thanks Jim Cassidy for taking these to the Lions Club for
distribution

Postage Stamps (used)…
Thanks Cathy Adams for preparing these stamps for mailing.
The proceeds from these stamps purchase Spanish Bibles and
are distributed to those in need

Cell Phones…
These are sent in quarterly and the proceeds go to the
Dedicated-Future Use fund

Campbell Labels…
Salvation Army NO longer collects these – at this time we
have STOPPED collecting them
Box Tops…
We NO longer collect these (Check with your child’s school
for possible use of these items.)
Special thanks to:
Sheila Caison – for setting us up with Republic Services of
Nevada for recycling here at the church. 
Notice there are two recycling bins in the Fellowship Hall.

Occasionally I am away from the office and volunteers
come in to answer the phone…

Thanks Sally Magnuson, Janice Schrumm, Mary West,
Nancy Wier, AND a really big thank you hug to all of you
who support and love me!!

Loretta

Tim Beasley
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Ministry Coordinator1

2

Devra Betts

Like good stewards of the
manifold grace of God, serve one
another with whatever gift each
of you has received. Whoever
speaks must do so as one
speaking the very words of God;

whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies,
so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus
Christ. To him belong the glory and the power forever and
ever. Amen. 1 Peter 4:10-11

s you read through the pages of this newsletter,
you will get but a small glimpse of the ministry
that takes place in and through this community of

faith, as we serve one another with whatever gift we have
received. Each article or calendar in “That’s the Spirit”
reflects the ministry of Christ in action in this place of
worship, discipleship, fellowship, and service as we share the
Good News we have in Christ Jesus with one another and with
our community.

As a church body, we are blessed to have so many
who faithfully and joyfully serve God in and through the
ministries of Holy Spirit. If you already serve, thank you. If
you want to share in the joy of ministry, check the worship
bulletins and announcements, the Connection Card, the
projected announcement screen prior to worship on Sunday
mornings, the bulletin boards in the Fellowship Hall, in the
pages of this publication, That’s the Spirit, and the Little
Red Book for opportunities to share in the joy of serving.

The Little Red Book is a resource that lists the many
ways you can serve through the ministry teams of Holy Spirit.
If you have questions about your gifts and how they may be
used at Holy Spirit or in the community or, if you have ideas
or suggestions for ministry, lets’ talk.

Through prayer and by the power of the Holy Spirit,
your willingness to
serve will be blessed
and used by God to
God’s purposes!  We
are blessed in our
serving: we develop
relationships with those
we serve with; our gifts
are developed and we
learn to rely on God’s power and strength. Use your gifts in
service and watch them grow!

I am grateful for each and every one of you who faithfully
and joyfully continue to serve God by sharing your unique and
individual gifts in and through the ministries of Holy Spirit.
May God continue to bless you to be a blessing! I am excited
to see what God has in store for us in 2013!

Serve with JOY!

Different Givers, Different Gifts

As always, I received wonderful Christmas gifts this year,
and what a variety! The usual bookstore gift certificate from my
grandmother, clothing from my parents – a wonderful treat for
someone who hates to shop for clothes! On the practical side, I
received a new lawnmower. On the more whimsical side, I got a
gargoyle, a stuffed animal, a book on medieval Japan, and some
postal commemoratives.

Your Christmas goodies are probably just as diverse and
eclectic. After all, a good gift is not just something grabbed off a
shelf; it’s a unique expression of the giver. I suppose that’s why

the wise men bring different gifts to Jesus.
One gives gold, because even the Messiah has
to get by in the world. Another brings
frankincense because he loves to watch the
sweet smoke rise during prayer. Being a

practical wise man the third gives myrrh which can be used in
many ways – to freshen clothing, to anoint tired feet, to perfume
the sheets, even to prepare a body for burial.

They bring different gifts because the wise men are different
people. And since the gifts come from the heart, they fit the baby
perfectly. Gold for King Jesus, the rightful ruler of Israel.
Frankincense for Christ, the high priest. And myrrh, an
embalming spice, for the Savior, who dies for the sins of the
world.

The story of the wise men and their well-chosen, well-fitted
gifts is an annual invitation for you and me to do likewise, to look
into the treasure trove of our lives and to bring out those gifts that
will serve Christ well.

And why not? Why not lay your gifts at the feet of the
Christ? Do you worry that you have no gifts worth bringing, that
other people’s gifts will outshine yours? Shame on you, oh ye of
little faith! Every one of us comes into this world with precious
gifts, particular talents, and unique potential. God has seen to that,
and God does not blunder! You have gifts that are pleasing to
your Lord, gifts that are fitting, gifts that are needed.

What about the church – does it just happen by chance? Is it
a random gathering of folks from a certain neighborhood who
share a common taste in religion? No way! God has called and
chosen each one with great care, so that together we may provide
every gift needed to build the church, serve the community, and
praise God. You are God’s gift to the world and to the church,
and every gift is needed.

How dull my Christmas would be if I only received sweaters
and socks! On the other hand, how skimpy my wardrobe would
be if I only received books and music! Then again, how much fun
I would miss if I only received lawnmowers! It is the coming
together of different gifts from different hearts that makes the
season so full.

Maybe that’s the most compelling reason why you and I ought
to resolve to be good stewards of our time, our talents, our
treasures – because there is so much joy in the giving. There is so
much fun in serving God. Nothing else will make you feel so
good.

Have no doubt, the church is built up and sustained by your
gifts. And there is joy for you and me, joy in the well-chosen gift,
the well-fitted gift, the heart-felt gift, joy in every gift gladly
given to God.

– by Faye Neff, excerpted with permission from The Minister’s Annual
Manual, © Logos Productions.

A
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Children’s Ministry
The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to adults

through Christian Education and Fellowship.

Happy New Year! Hope you
all had a blessed Christmas!

he Children’s Christmas
Program – “Presents” was
presented December 9 followed

by a dessert buffet. Thank you
parents, for your support in helping
your children learn their speaking
parts and songs. Your practice at
home really makes a difference! I’m
sure all of you who attended the
program would agree that the
PreK/KG/1st graders in their angel
costumes were just adorable! And
they all learned their parts so well!

Thank you to
Jan Ferraro, the
creative force, as
well as the director,
for the program.

She essentially wrote the program
drawing bits and pieces from many
different sources, and put them all
together to be the perfect “fit” for our
Sunday School students.

The other person who makes the
program possible each year is Faye
Bastarache. She came each week to
accompany us on the piano for all of
our practices as well as for the dress
rehearsal and the program. Thank you
Faye! Thanks to all of you who
brought pajamas to be donated to
Family Promise and LSSN.

As you know, Children’s Ministry
sponsors
Mahamadou, a
10-year old boy in
Mali, Africa
through World
Vision. Thanks to
the generous
offering collected
during Vacation

Bible School this past summer, we
were able to send $100 extra to
Mahamadou. We received a thank-
you from Mahamadou telling us that
they were able to buy a sheep for his
family with the $100. This will bring
a lot of economic benefit to him and
his family. Thanks for your continued
offering given in Sunday School to
support Mahamadou in Mali, as well
as Family Promise
here in Las Vegas.

Blessings,

Gwen Jolls
Team Leader

Congratulations to the following
students with Perfect Attendance for
November 2012:

KG/1st Grade
Jayla Bowens

Makayla Powell

2nd/3rd Grade
Jesse Ramirez

4th/5th Grade
Michael Geiger

Shamika Manning
Kayla Walgate

Stories with Ms. Judi will
resume on Wednesday, January 9,
2013 at 10:30 in the Sunday School
area. During January, we will enjoy
stories about winter. All children not
yet in school are welcome with their
parent or caregiver. Invite you friends
and neighbors to come.

Children are not required to sit
still. Ms. Judi encourages them to
participate in actions.

Judi Hempel

Reading the Bible with children

As infants, my sons received
children’s Bibles. The short stories
and bright pictures were perfect for
their early introduction to the
Christian faith. Soon they started
reading the stories back to us. But as
their comprehension improved,
children’s Bibles became “too young”
for them, while the regular Bible
wording was still beyond their grasp.

Then I tried reading from a
modern-language paraphrase. I chose
The Message, but others will work,
too. No need to worry about a lack of
pictures; kids are adept at imagining
events. Not sure what passages to
read? Consult the scripture references
accompanying the stories in a
children’s Bible. Read the story
yourself first, to know where to stop
and to avoid less child-friendly
passages.

However you
share God’s Word
with youngsters,
there are no
sweeter words to
a Christian adult
than “Mom [Dad,
Grandma, Auntie
... ], let’s read the
Bible!”

—Heidi Mann

T
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Discipleship ~ Small Groups

Discipleship is...being called to walk with Christ, being equipped to live like Christ
and loving and serving others in the name of Christ.

Nevada Partnership for
Homeless Youth

s we look back over the past
year with all we were able to
donate, our Heavenly Father

was with us all. We had several, what
some may call, GOD
incidents from the bake
sale for the camping
trip that was organized
in a matter of days, to
the bake sale on
Election day that made
them very successful.
People stayed healthy
and just gave money
and saved the baked

goods for others.
The ladies of Women in the

Spirit (WITS), Tuesday morning
Bible Study,
want to thank
our church
family,

Thrivent, the Endowment fund
committee, and our community for all
their support.

We were able to purchase
numerous bus passes, food, warm
clothing, fast food gift cards and
hygiene products. Our total donations
for the year is approximately (drum
roll please!) $11,850. YEAH!!!

It is now a new year and we start
all over again collecting the same
items. There are about 6,000
homeless youth in
our city. I
remember David
Claerbaut’s sermon
when he said, “WE
are the Hope!”

May you have a
blessed New Year!

Marcia Chapman
702-645-7236

Need a friendly check-in call?

Holy Spirit is in the process of
gathering names of our members and
friends who live alone, and would like
to receive regular phone calls from a
team of callers from the church.  Some
people may like
a call once a
week, others
may like a call
every day, and
others
somewhere in between.  The team of
callers will do their best to
accommodate your desires.  Please let
us know in the church office if you’d
like to receive calls.

We have a great group of people
who want to make these calls. We can
use more if you are interested.  Again,
please call the church office to
volunteer.

Make new friends, or get to know
old friends even better.  New dinner
groups are organizing!  Most groups
(8 to 10 people) meet on Friday or
Saturday, but if enough people are
interested in another night we can add
more groups.

Groups share a meal in one
another’s homes or, we have groups
that meet in restaurants.  Sign up on
the Connection Card in the worship
bulletin or email Devra at
devra@holyspiritlc.org.  Let us know
the day and time that works best for
you, and if you prefer a dining in or
dining out group.  We will have a
kick-off event Sunday, January 20 so
you can meet your new dining
companions.

Tom Eggum is back!

Holy Spirit will welcome back
Tom Eggum,

from Hope 4 Kids International,
to speak at each of our worship

services on
Saturday/Sunday, January 26/27.

The ultimate resolution
Resolutions are easy to make but

oh so hard to keep. In fact, many
people refuse to make them for that
very reason. After all, by February,
most people have broken them, and by
March they don’t even remember what
they were. It’s just too hard to change,
so why try?

Yet Scripture exhorts us to be
more like Christ, to forgive our
enemies, to tithe and to be thankful in
all situations. Shouldn’t we resolve to
put some of these into practice, even if
ever so imperfectly?

Peter admonishes us to be holy as
God is holy (1 Peter 1:15-16). That’s
the ultimate New Year’s resolution —
all but certain to be broken repeatedly
before the sun sets on the first day.
Yet though we fail, are we
not better for trying?

A
Prayer Shawl Ministry

meets
Sunday, January 13 – 11am

Fellowship Hall
PRAY WITHOUT CEASING!
Contact Faye Bastarache,

645-2497, with questions or for
further information.
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Maxwell’s Musings

“A New Year’s
resolution is

something that
goes in one

year and out the other.”
—Sofia Palermo

knew the “spring-like” weather
would end.  Winter is truly here
now!  Time to get the mittens and

scarves out of the mothballs!
I had a real dilemma

Thanksgiving week, deciding who was
going to be lucky enough, to have me
tag-along on a trip to Phoenix - the
Isaacs or Loretta, our office manager.
After mulling it over, I decided it
would be Ron and Ruth Ann, as they
were only going for a few days and
Loretta, a week.  I knew the church
couldn’t get along without me for that
long.

Ron and Ruth Ann went to spend
the holiday at their daughter, Karyn’s.
When it was time to eat, Ruth Ann
fixed her plate with all the
Thanksgiving goodies, and put LOTS
of gravy on her turkey, stuffing, and
mashed potatoes. She took a bite - her
eyes popped wide open, and smoke
poured from her mouth! HA!  Gotcha!
Poor Ruth Ann! Seems that instead
of turkey gravy, she put some sort of
jalapeño sauce on everything!
Everyone (except Ruth Ann) had a
good laugh. Needless to say, she fixed
herself another plate! NO! I did NOT
eat the discarded plate of food!  No
hot stuff for me, thank you very much!

Thanksgiving wasn’t the only
reason for the trip to Arizona, though.
Karyn married her fiancé, Javier
Flores, the day after Thanksgiving.
The wedding was held outdoors in a
beautiful park.

Karyn’s daughters, Corrin and
Brenda, and Javier’s daughter, Judy,
were the bridesmaids. Karyn’s sons,
Eric and Scott, were Javier’s
attendants. They looked so nice in
their western sports coats, cowboy
boots, and cowboy hats!

While in Phoenix, Ron and Ruth
Ann (and me, too) went to visit with
Ron’s dad and wife. The two of them
were so happy to see all of us!

On our way back to Las Vegas,
we stopped over night in Laughlin.
Gordon and Lynne Bogner drove to
Laughlin, too. All of us enjoyed our
time there. Unfortunately, though, the
Outlet Mall wasn’t open when Ruth
Ann wanted to go shopping, but at
least she saved her money!

It was too bad that the Isaacs
couldn’t drive back to Phoenix two
weeks later. I surely would have
liked to go with them. Their grand-
daughter, Corrin, was married to
Bryce Prestwich. Don’t know why
they didn’t just have a double-
wedding. Ruth Ann said that it
didn’t seem possible that Corrin
was old enough to get married!
She’s 21, though, and attends
nursing school. She works for
Hospice. Her new husband is a
welder.

As I stated earlier, Loretta also
went to Phoenix over Thanksgiving
week. She went to watch her
daughter, Leslie, participate in her
third IronMan competition. Phoenix
is beautiful in November - 70+
degrees.

Their time was spent in a time
share with Loretta’s childhood friend
and one of Leslie’s tri-club friends
from Portland. On IronMan day, their
day started at 4:30am. Leslie set a

new record for herself.  With a
personal record of 12:30 hours, she
took 1 1/2 hours off her last
competition.

It was a LONG day, as they didn’t
get back until around 9:30pm, after
watching Leslie exercise for 12 1/2
hours.  Think how long the day had to
be for Leslie! YOU GO GIRL!

The rest of the week, it was
Loretta and Leslie - lounging by the
pool, reading magazines/books, eating
cake and ice cream for Thanksgiving
dinner.

Our Ministry Coordinator, Devra,
hosted the Annual Ladies’ Ornament
Exchange at her new home this year.
The 17 ladies attending enjoyed a pot
luck of delicious holiday goodies (and

there was plenty of cheese for
me).

The exchange of ornaments
created eager anticipation as each
ornament was opened. Did you know
this “game” involves stealing? I was
appalled; however, I can report there
was no fighting involved. Those
Santa Claus ornaments are always a
hit!

The ladies all “oooed and ahhhed”
at Devra’s new home. Ray and
Devra did a great job of designing and
remodeling a home once belonging to
Devra’s parents. It is warm and cozy
and I may just spend Christmas with
them.

Sally Magnuson and spouse,
Richard, recently returned from a 10-
day trip to Cuba. It was truly an eye-
opening experience! The Cuban
people were warm, friendly, and
welcoming and the music was great.
The rest of Cuba was not good,
though.

Maxwell (continued page 11)

I

Karyn, Javier, Eric

Brenda, Ruth Ann, Scott, Ron,
Corrin, Eric
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Fellowship/Prayers

hope everyone had a very blessed
Christmas as we welcomed the
Christ-child into our hearts.  THAT

is the ‘reason for the season’.  Now as
we begin another new year, may we
always remember to carry that with us.

We’ve had lots of events/
activities taking place in the kitchen
and Fellowship Hall in the last month.
Many kitchen supplies were used, so
thank you for noting the needed
supplies on the board.  Keep up the
good work. Thanks also for keeping
the kitchen and refrigerator as clean as
possible.

Another year of ‘eating events’
will kick
off at
12:15pm on
January
13. That
will be the

first potluck of 2013.  Bring a main
dish or a side dish/salad. PLEASE
NOTE: If your last name begins with
the letters A through K, you are asked

to bring a main dish.  Those whose
last name begins with the letters L
through Z are asked to bring a side
dish or salad. The Fellowship Team
will provide the dessert.

The potluck will precede a
congregational forum regarding the
tentative combining of, and change in

time, of the
contemporary
services.  Mark
this event on
your calendar
and plan to be
present.

Two weeks later, on January 27,
there will be a meal prepared by the
Fellowship Team prior to the
congregational meeting.  We will eat
at noon (the conclusion of the 11
o’clock service), and the meeting will
follow afterward at 12:30.  Please
make every effort to attend!

The annual Bale Sale will be
held on February 9 and 10. This
event is a fund-raiser - proceeds of
which is still to be determined. More
information about the Bake Sale will
be in the February issue of ‘That’s
the Spirit’.

By the way, February 20 is the
date of the first Lenten Soup and
Bread Supper. That’s right!  Easter
is early this year – March 31.  Mark
your calendar now.

An additional coffee-making
system has been donated by Kim
Heinreich. If they haven’t already,
her sons, Justin and Joshua, will
install it. Until new instructions for its
operation have been posted, please do
not attempt to use it.

The next Fellowship Team
meeting will be at 6:30pm on January
8.  If you would like
to be a part of this
fun group of
women and men,
please join us.  In
the meantime, if
you have any
questions, please
contact me.

Happy New Year!

Ruth Ann Isaacs
839-0362 home 839-8201 cell

2risex@cox.net

Good and
gracious God, we
thank and praise
you for Jesus,
who came once to
be among us and
promised to come
again to make all
things right. As

we long for the fullness of your
kingdom, we give thanks that you give
us the opportunity to act in more
merciful and just ways.  Renew us by
your Spirit, that we might carry your
kingdom-values of generosity and
justice into all our daily relationships.

We pray for those who have
violently lost loved ones in
Connecticut, in Oregon, and right here
in our own city.  We cannot
understand much of what happens, but
we pray for the grace to stay focused
on you – the One who enters into the
darkness, the frailty, and even the
violence … and promises to be with

us.  In the midst of grief, anger,
sorrow, and confusion, grant
consolation and hope to all who
mourn. Heal us from our brokenness
and sin.

We give you thanks for healing
and for functioning bodies. We bring
before you all who seek healing and
relief, especially: Denise Azbill,
Warren Cady, Roy Cameron, Kevin
Cannon, Rebecca Cleveland, Bryan
Coulter, Lillian Dilworth, Kim
Erickson, Helen Geraci, Dale
Geiger, Laura Haynes, Cheryl
Heim, Susan Hicks, Garnett
Howard, Pastor Stan Jurgenson,
Krissy Kerr, Charlie Kesling, Dale
Klimek, and Vivian Krainski.

Also for Aden, Devon, and Zoe
Laguna, Chuck Nelson, Debby
Powell, Jean Pritchett, Bev Quirk,
Shirley Rogers, Joyce Saylor, Alice
Stoddard, Alma Suckow, Ed
Vargas, and Mary Ann Wallace.

We pray also for Jake Ambos’
mother, Claudia; for Joy Clark’s
father, Atley; Linda Clayton’s mom;
Charlie Kesling’s sister, Mary; Patti
Moyer’s dad, Albert; and for Greg
Trunoske’s mother, Carol.

God of wonder and grace, we
give you praise and thanks for the
successful birth of Jason and Ivy
Adam’s baby girl, Elise.

God of comfort and strength, we
pray for Michelle Berkey, and all who
mourn the loss of Michelle’s mother-
in-law, Norma. Be their consolation
and hope, and grant them healing in
their grief.

Hear the prayers of your people,
O God, and in your mercy grant us all
we need for the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

I
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Community ~ Outreach
I

Family Promise
his month I would like to talk
about Family Promise, an event
that our congregation

participates in twice a year. Sue and
Dan Mayer are the main participants
in this ministry, and they are very
passionate about it!

Family Promise is a helping hand
to families who have suddenly become
homeless through no fault of their
own, a job loss, a car accident, a stay
in the hospital, etc. They previously
lived completely normal lives, just
like most of us.

These families contact the main
Family Promise office, or someone
refers them, then  the families stay at
local churches in the evenings, until
they can get on their feet again. They
stay at the church or synagogue from
about 5pm to 7am. They have a light
breakfast, then they are picked up.
The children go to school, the parents
go to the day center where they can
shower and have other necessities to
prepare for the day. They work with a
case manager to seek employment,
housing, and other resources to help
them regain their independence.

Just imagine if you were in this
situation, homeless, staying at a place
where you knew no one. I know being
homeless is terrifying to me! I helped
a couple of nights, because there were
no evening hosts. It was enjoyable to
talk with the families, and they were
so grateful to have a hot meal, a place
to sleep, and people to talk to who
were compassionate.

I hope you will consider being an
evening host, from 5-8 pm, or make
dinner (you can do this with a friend
or two, as well), or an overnight host,
wherein you sleep overnight at the
church.
Happy New Year and many blessings!

Denise Azbill
Bob Nance

See the accompanying column for
ways in which you may be of
assistance when Holy Spirit again
hosts the Family Promise Families.

This is an opportunity for you to
serve Christ by helping your
Neighbor….

Beginning Sunday January 27 -
February 10, HSLC
will host these families.
There are many
volunteer opportunities.
Meals - prepare a
dinner meal for the

guests, hosts, and yourselves, serve
(5:30pm) and socialize during the
meal.
Evening Hosts - greet the guests
(5pm) and socialize, help with
homework, watch TV and share in the
dinner meal (until about 8pm).
Overnight Hosts - arrive at church
(8pm) - socialize with the guests until
bedtime (9pm) - leave in the morning
after serving them breakfast (the
guests are picked up around 6:45am).
Food Donations - we provide
breakfast and lunch for our guests.
We need milk, juice, cereal, yogurt,
bread, bagels, muffins, lunch meat,
cheese, fruit, chips, and dessert.  There
will be a sign up sheet in the narthex,
and items should be brought to the
kitchen by noon on Sunday, January
27.
Laundry - On Sunday, February 10,
there will be many, many bins of
sheets, blankets, and towels to be
laundered. Please take home one or
two bins and return the clean linens to
the church.

Please sign up on the chart in the
narthex or call Dan and Sue Mayer at
658-1046 if you have any questions.

Food needs for the LSSN “house” in
the Fellowship Hall:

As the “chilly” weather begins, our
January theme is “Comfort Foods of

Winter”.  Suggested items include canned
chilies, soups, and stews, along with

cornbread and muffin mixes.

The next blood drive is Sunday
January 27 from 8:30a - 12:30p

You can sign up online at
http://www.bloodhero.com/index.cfm?
group=op&hlc=holyspiritlutheran&ho
stlookupcode=holyspiritlutheran or in
the fellowship hall or the connection
card.

We’re connected
for good: strong families,
healthy communities and a just
world

evadans for the Common Good
is an organization whose
purpose is to improve life in

Nevada now and into the future by
forming purposeful relationships
between clergy, congregations, social
service organizations, government
officials, and business leaders to build
stronger families, healthier
communities and a more just world.
NCG is gearing up in anticipation of
the 2013 session of the Nevada
Legislature, which begins in early
February in Carson City.

A key focus for our shared work
in 2013 efforts this year, will be
helping to pass new legislation from
the Nevada State Attorney General
Catherine Cortez Masto, and some
legislators around the issue of the
sexual trafficking of minors in our
state.  The legislation would provide
law enforcement with the tools to
protect children and prosecute
perpetrators of child sex trafficking.

The legislative campaign will be
the centerpiece of a strategy that will
also raise public awareness, address
the need for prevention and education,
and support efforts to protect and
rehabilitate sex trafficking victims.

If you would like to learn more
about how to be part of a group to visit
your legislator here in the Valley
before the session begins, some of us
will be participating in a training
session on Thursday night, January 10.
The training will be held at Zion
United Methodist Church and we will
have a group carpool from Holy
Spirit at 6:40pm.  Sign up on the
Connection Card in worship or call the
church office to let us know you’re
coming.

If you would like to learn who
your state senator and assemblyperson
are so that you can be prepared to
contact them with an email or phone
call, go to www.leg.state.nv.us, click
on “What’s My District” on the right
side of the home page, and enter the
address of your residence.

T N
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Bits ‘n’ Pieces --

Keith & Jackie Hopkey1/5/1963
50 years! Congrats!

John Dorais 1/2
Nancy McDonald 1/2
Savanah Vargas 1/4
Marty Heim 1/5
Dana Roberts 1/9
Shamika Manning 1/10
Richard Moyer 1/10
Barbara Butler 1/11
Angela Geiger 1/11
Janis Ferraro 1/12
Michael Harris 1/16
Lillian Dilworth 1/17
Makayla Powell 1/18
David Riggleman 1/18
Amyyah Bell 1/20
Enid Miller 1/20
Ardes Hughes 1/23
Samantha Ramirez 1/23
Susan Russo 1/24
Linda Cohn 1/28
Gillian Riggleman 1/29
Harriet Sellers 1/29
Brianna Dagdagan 1/31
Thaddeus Nance 1/31

Notes——
Letters——
Info——
Directory

Changes——

Address Changes

HEINREICH, Tiffani
Co 3-2 GSAB
-16 Box #1196
APO, AP 96202

From: Toys 4 Smiles

On behalf of the Toys 4 Smiles
Foundation, we would like to
sincerely thank you for your generous
support of our organization and its
programs.  Your gift is a tremendous
help to our programming and
enhances the belief that the
community supports what we do.

We started in July 2006, with the
goal of making 500 toys a year for the
children of Southern Nevada.  At the
present time, we have made and given
away over 136,708 toys!

There are no salaries paid to
anyone.  All monies go toward making
toys for needy children.  Every dollar
donated to Toys 4 Smiles Foundation
allows us to make two toys and put a
smile on the faces of children in need
of a smile.

Thanks to you and the youth
group (from the Harvest Festival pie-
in-the-face proceeds).

‘Better Together’
Blessings,

Rex A. Doty, President/Founder

From: Pastor Stan Jurgenson

Thank you to the congregation for
the many cards and good wishes
received during my illness. Thanks
also to those who took the time to visit
me while I was hospitalized.

Maxwell (continued from page 8)

Homes, buildings, streets and pretty
much everything else have been
neglected for years and are now a
broken, crumbling mess. There
probably isn’t even enough cheese in
Havana for a snack for me! Needless
to say, Sally and Richard are sure
glad to call the USA home.

If you’d like to have a few
seconds of happiness with some four-
year olds, go to You Tube and type in,
“Bubbles in Cuba”. It’s a group of
four-year olds in a day care center
seeing bubbles for the first time. This
will make you smile!!

Thank you my friends for sharing
your stories.

Your friend,

Maxwell

Epiphany, from the Greek word
epiphaneia, means an appearance or
manifestation. Christians celebrate this
festival each year on January 6, the
12th day after Christmas. Epiphany
ends on Ash Wednesday, when Lent
begins.

Epiphany marks the coming of
the Magi, or wise men, to worship the
baby Jesus. Because the Magi were
Gentiles, Epiphany symbolizes the
first recognition of Christ by non-
Jews. It’s a reminder that Christ came
as the light — and Savior — of the
whole world.

The traditional color for Epiphany
is green, indicating life, growth, hope
and eternity. Symbols for the season
include a light, candle, star, crown,
gifts and a globe. Epiphany has
become a time for reaching out and
“showing” Jesus as the Savior of all
people. It’s also a reminder to engage
in Christian community and to heal
divisions.
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